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e Foreword

4th Shaw-IAU Workshop on Astronomy for Education

What would you need to know to be able to strengthen the role of astronomy in schools? You
might want to look at how curricula are created in the first place, and you will want to profit
from the experiences of those who have already been successful in including astronomy in their
countries’ curricula. You would likely be interested in the various roles that astronomy can play
in practice, in both primary and secondary schools. You might turn to astronomy education
research for answers to questions about what fosters student interest in the STEM subjects
science, technology, engineering and mathematics — and since at least part of the answer
appears to be that cutting-edge results, such as those involving black hole shadows or exoplanets,
are of particular interest to numerous students, you might want to look into including those
topics in school teaching. Last but not least, you might look for synergies between astronomy
and raising awareness for one of the most pressing challenges of our time: climate change.

That, at least, were our assumptions when we considered which sessions to include in this year’s
Shaw-IAU Workshop, and from the feedback received so far, we seem to have hit the mark.
The workshop itself was truly global, with 600 participants from more than 90 countries. We
particularly salute those participants who had to make special e [arits to attend, circumventing
state-imposed restrictions on international communication. With these proceedings, as well
as the videos and posters from the workshop that are available online, we make the various
contributions available beyond the confines of the workshop itself.

Although the total count is only up to four, the Shaw-IAU Workshops have already become
something of an institution. Their genesis, of course, is directly linked to the International
Astronomical Union’s establishment of its O [ce’bf Astronomy for Education in late 2019, hosted
at Haus der Astronomie and the Max Planck Institute for Astronomy in Heidelberg, Germany,
and the evolution of the Shaw-IAU Workshops has paralleled the building of the OAE as a whole.
The online format started out in 2020 as a pandemic necessity. But we soon realised that the
kind of online meeting the Workshops provided was a highly accessible format that would allow
us to make these workshops truly global, and to set the threshold for participation as low as
possible. We acknowledge that there still is a threshold — since internet access with su [cieht
bandwidth is required — and we will continue to look for ways of increasing accessibility even
further. Perhaps the hybrid format pioneered by the OAE Center China-Nanjing this year, which
combined the virtual and international Shaw-I1AU Workshop with an in-person teacher workshop
(as well as a nation-wide online workshop) is a model for the future?

On the part of the O [ce bf Astronomy for Education, we hope that these proceedings will help
you to make better and more e [edtive use of astronomy in support of primary and secondary
school education. It’s a big universe out there — let’s encourage students to explore it!

Markus Possel
Director, IAU O Lce bf Astronomy for Education
Heidelberg, December 2022
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