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Historical Radio Astronomy WG activities in 2015 and 2016: 

-          Completed the arrangements to establish the HRA WG as a joint WG of the IAU and 

URSI. 

 

-          Organized two sessions on the Golden Years of Radio Astronomy at the 2015 IAU 

General Assembly.  Presentations posted at http://rahist.nrao.edu/HRAWG-meeting-

reports.shtml#Golden  

 

-          Planned two sessions on historic radio astronomy at the 2017 URSI General Assembly  in 

August in Montreal, Canada 

 

-          Woody Sullivan has visited the Bell Labs Crawford Hill site, and reports that the Penzias-

Wilson horn antenna is being well preserved.   

 

-          Tony Tyson has been working with the new owners of the Bell Laboratory facilities at 

Holmdel about the preservation of the Karl Jansky Memorial site. 

 

-          The Max-Planck-Gesellschaft has instructed its Max-Planck Institute for the History of 

Science in Berlin to perform a study of the development of astronomy in its institutes. 

 

-          Coordinated memorial biographies for recently  deceased radio astronomers; all are 

posted on the HRAWG website http://rahist.nrao.edu/HRAWG-bio-memoirs.shtml  

 

-          With funding from NRAO and AUI, the NRAO Archives has 

 

o   Continued to maintain and support the HRA WG web site http://rahist.nrao.edu/ 

 

o   Posted full transcripts and audio of 14 additional interviews from W. Sullivan's historic 

radio astronomy collection 

 

o   Completed processing of Grote Reber materials transferred to NRAO from Tasmania   

 

-          A number of historical publications by WG members are in preparation 

 

o   Peter Robertson - PhD Thesis on John Bolton, a major figure in Australian radio 

astronomy, to be published by New South Publishing as a biography in 2017 

 

o   Miller Goss, Ron Ekers and Claire Hooker - biography of Joe Pawsey, one of the pioneers 

of radio astronomy in Australia 

 

o   Ken Kellermann, Ellen Bouton, and Sierra Smith – History of NRAO and the Development 

of US Radio Astronomy 
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o   Martin George, Wayne Orchiston, Richard Wielebinski. – The history of early low 

frequency radio astronomy in Australia. 

 

O Richard Schilizzi, Ron Ekers, Peter Hall  - The history of the Square Kilometre Array 

project: Vol 1, 1993 - 2012 

 

  

 

-          A Symposium was held in honor of Ron Ekers on “Innovation and Discovery in Radio 

Astronomy” covered many aspects in the history of radio astronomy 

http://www.atnf.csiro.au/research/conferences/2016/IDRA16/program.html         

        A symposium was held in June 2016 in Moscow in memory of the 100th 

birthday anniversary of I.S.Shklovsky  http://shklovsky100.asc.rssi.ru/index.php/en 

  

  A symposium was held in Sydney in August 2016 for Bruce Slee's 70 years  of 

contributions to radio astronomy.    

http://www.caastro.org/event/2016-slee 

 
The Journal of Astronomical History and Heritage 

(http://www.narit.or.th/en/index.php/jahh) continued to publish papers relevant to 

history of radio astronomy. 
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